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insight which belonged to the Greek intelligence,
nor those traditionary records of early religion
which imparted so much of philosophic truth to
the Greek mythology, could have extended any
aid to the Pythoness when consulted concerning
simple matters of fact. Are we then to account
for the oracles by imputing them merely to
priestcraft, or after the fashion of those in early
Christian times, who attributed them to inspira-
tion, but to the inspiration of Evil Spirits ? The
latter supposition, I confess, seems to me unwar-
ranted, because it is needless. " Nee Diabolus
intersit nisi dignus vindice nodus." The Evil
Spirit, and great Enemy of the human race, has
shrines enough in human hearts without our
allotting him one at Delphi; and human credulity
seems sufficient to account for the belief so
long reposed in a response which had always
an even chance of turning out true, and which.,
taking into account the degree in which the
event is determined by our expectations, had
commonly many chances in its favour,

Coleridge, discussing the authenticity of ghost-